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May 16, 2006 – 3:00 p.m. 
 
Great Salt Lake Water Quality Steering Committee Meeting Summary 
Cannon Health Building, Room 125, 268 N. 1460 W., Room 201, SLC, UT.   
 
Walt Baker, Chair opened the meeting. 
Roll call was performed for steering committee members and alternates. 
Stakeholder and visitor introductions were given. 
 
Steering Committee Members and Alternates in Attendance: 
 
Dave Grierson 
Nathan Darnall 
Dave Naftz 
Kelly Payne 
Richard Bay 
Jill Houston (Alt.) 
Maunsel Pearce 
Robert Adler 
Ed Blaney 
Dianne Nielson 
Walt Baker 
 
Old Business 
The March 14, 2006 meeting summary was approved. 
 
New Business 
Jeff Denbleyker (CH2MHILL) gave a presentation on the status of the GSL Selenium 
Contracts (see the GSL Selenium web page at   
http://www.deq.utah.gov/Issues/GSL_WQSC/prior_meetings.htm) 
 
Mr. Denbleyker talked about the status of the various GSL Se contracts and the progress 
of the studies under these contracts.  He mentioned that Gulls may be dropped from the 
bird study because they feed on garbage (e.g., French fries etc.).  Lynn deFreitas asked 
when we should know about eliminating Gulls from the study.  Jeff replied that decisions 
will be made as we go. Somebody asked if Dr. Skorupa was involved with the decision 
with the Gulls. Mr. Denbleyker answered that Mike Conover had talked to Dr. Skorupa 
and several emails were sent to him by Anne Fairbrother. 
 
Maunsel Pearce asked if protocols were in place.  Jeff said that protocols have been 
included in the work plans. 
 
Walt Baker talked about the acquisition of additional funding by North Davis Sewer 
District and other entities. Walt said that the Brine Shrimp Harvesters, Mineral 
Extractors, and Duck Clubs will not be able to contribute any monies at this time.  He 
added that The Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands (FFSL) has committed 



Page 2 of 2 

$200,000 and will have contract out to obligate $100,000 for FY’06 and $100,000 for 
FY’07.  Richard Bay said that he is proposing to increase Jordan Valley Water 
Conservancy District funds to support the selenium studies to $50,000.  Also Kelly Payne 
pledged $50,000 from Kennecott Utah Copper KUC to be available during 2007 and 
2008.  Maunsel Pearce said that The Nature Conservancy may bring an additional 
$30,000 to the table.  Dave Grierson mentioned that 15 million dollars may be available 
for work on the Great Salt Lake through some Federal funding, but he could not give 
many details because they are not available yet. 
 
Walt Baker talked about mercury inclusion in the selenium studies.  Walt said that there 
is a mercury committee in place separate from selenium that is responsible for actions to 
address Hg concerns and that the selenium study would be kept separate.  Bob Adler 
asked if the mercury sampling would be benefited by the Se sampling.  Dianne said that 
there are enough funds to address selenium and no extra monies to sample for mercury.  
Jeff added that extra bird tissue would be frozen so that can be later analyzed for mercury 
if necessary.   
 
Bill Moellmer talked about the Bulletin Board available at www.gslwqbb.utah.gov.  He 
said that everybody in the Science Panel and Steering Committee will be given 
authorization to post on the Bulletin Board at this time. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
• SCIENCE PANEL MEETING 

August 9-10, 2006, 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM, Department of Natural Resources Building, 
Second Floor Conference Room (#2000), 1594 West North Temple, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 
The agenda will be forth coming.   

 
Items on the next agenda:  
Nathan Darnall Hg presentation 
Update on contract work 
Funding update 
Science Panel meeting 
Project West Science Education NSF Outreach –Teacher/Student Presentation  
 
Next Meeting:  August 22, 2006, at 3:00 p.m., DEQ Building #2, Room 201. 
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